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e nine most territying words in the
English language are: Tm trom the gov-
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ernment and I'm here to help,” sid
President Ronald Reagan in one of his

many famous quips. So what is a Beaufort

County business owner to think when a former
United States Secret Service agent calls to say that
hes coming w audit your business for the councy?
Technically, Andy Patrick and Larry McElynn
ate not with the government. They used to
be. Patridk served as a special agent in the
Secret Service and McElynn is a former special
agent with the United States Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) and Drug Investigation
Division Chief at Interpol. Now they run Hilton
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though, because its not tha, at all.
“Its a compliance audit,” said Patrick. “The
county’s approach is to level the playing field for

Head Island-based Advance Point Global (APG), a
Security risk management firm. Beaufort County
hired APG to conduct Lawful Employment

Ordinance audits of county businesses.

Lawful employment

ordinance.

“Wow, that’s pretty heavy,” is what you're prob-
ably thinking, Terms like “ordinance” and “special
agent” sound pretty ominous and there is a percep-
tion out there that the county initiative is some sort
of dragnet to round up illegal aliens. You can relax,
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all businesses. If you're a company doing business
in unincorporated Beaufort County and vou'e
doing everything by the numbers, and theres
somebody coming in from outside the county
who is not, thats harmful to your business.”

The “by the numbers’ components of the
ordinance are twofold. “Theres the revenue com-
ponent, to make sure the revenue reported to the
county is the revenue that businesses are also report-
ing to the Federal Government,” said Patrick. “And
then theres the I-9 component.”

Annual business license fees are based on a com-






